
Fire in the 
Sierra

Learn from the past, 

create a better 
future  



Central Sierra Historical Society & Museum

Shaver Lake, CA 











AForestWithoutTrees.com





Presenters: 

ÔStephen Byrd ð Natural Resource Manager, 
Southern California Edison Company 

ÔJohn R. Mount Jr. - Registered Professional 
Forester, Retired

ÔJuliane Stewart ð Registered Professional 
Forester, Vermillion Resource Management



Fire in the Sierra Introduction

Fire Triangle 

John R. Mount 



PURPOSE



HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE



CLIMATE CHANGE



FIRE

Historical 

Current 



HUMAN IMPACTS



COSTS and BENEFITS

Ecosystem Services

Costs without forests



Laws, Regulations, Policies & Court Actions





100°F40 m.p.h.

wind

600 tons per acre



40°F5 m.p.h.

wind

600 tons per acre



80°F20 m.p.h.

wind

30 tons per acre



Ancient history 

fire and forests

Fire and forests are integral

and cannot be separated

John R. Mount Jr.





LIGHTNING

AVERAGE OF 4500 FIRES PER YEAR

WITH A RETURN INTERVAL OF 4 -40 YEARS



òwe found no statistically significant 

differences in the average annual area 

burnedé.for the two periodsó

Roos-Swetnamtree ring study 

years 500 to 1900.





Fire

the sculptor of the forest








